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Legislative Committee 
November 5, 2025 

 
Attendees 
Committee: Allen Hinkley, Timothy Kelso, Art Merrill, Lisa Driscoll, Eric Wilson, Tina Molé 
Staff:  Haley Gransbury, Maria Kelso, Judith Garrison, Joe Ermeti, Eric Northrup,  

Rachael Collins, Amy Merklen, Penny Bishop 
Guest:  Kathleen Hayek, Joseph Schoell 
 
Mr. Hinkley called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m.  Upon a motion by Mrs. Driscoll, seconded 
by Mr. Kelso, the draft minutes of the October 1 committee meeting were unanimously 
approved. 
 
Mr. Hinkley permitted Delaware County Democratic Committee Chair Kathleen Hayek to address 
the Committee.  Ms. Hayek requested to know the progress of the public comment resolution 
that she said was submitted a couple of months ago.  She also reminded the committee that 
they did choose their newspaper of record for 2026, and they sent a resolution stating their 
choice to the entire committee. 
 
Mr. Hinkley stated that the committee did discuss the proposal of hearing public comments after 
the executive session ended and the committee went back into regular session at the October 1 
meeting.  The unanimous consensus is that it would be too cumbersome to allow public 
comments at County Board meetings, and the Committee chose not to advance the proposal.  
He explained that the Board of Supervisors operates through a committee system and the 
committees make decisions for matters to be brought to the full Board. 
 
Ms. Hayek suggested having public comments at committee meetings.  Mr. Hinkley stated that 
committee meetings are open to the public and anyone wishing to speak at a committee 
meeting would contact the committee chairperson, just as she did for today’s meeting.  County 
Attorney Amy Merklen stated the schedule of committee meetings and members is posted on 
the County website. 
 
Mr. Schoell said he was looking to get a status update on the proposal for public comments at 
Board of Supervisor meetings.  He stated that at town meetings, there is an agenda item for 
public comment.  Anyone is allowed to speak and ask questions at the town level.  Mr. Hinkley 
said the Town of Roxbury allows public comment at their town board meetings.  He advised that 
if an issue is brought up that needs to go to the County Board, it would be up to him as County 
Supervisor to carry it forward to the appropriate committee at the County.  That is his job as 
County Supervisor. 
 
Assistant District Attorney Rachael Collins presented a fill vacancy request for a full-time ADA 
position as ADA Denise Kerrigan has reduced from full-time to permanent part-time status.  In 
answer to Mrs. Driscoll, ADA Eric Northrup stated they are not creating a new position.  He said 
Ms. Kerrigan had stepped up into the full-time role in the absence of Mr. Kinneman who had 
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resigned and she has decided to step back from the full-time role back to the part-time role, 
leaving the position once occupied by Mr. Kinneman open once again.  They are looking to hire 
to backfill that spot which is an existing full-time position.  Committee approved the request. 
 
County Clerk Haley Gransbury distributed her new business card that has a QR code to a site 
where people can sign up for alerts whenever land record documents are filed under their 
name.  In answer to Mrs. Driscoll, she confirmed the code is also posted on the County Clerk’s 
webpage.  She said she would provide posters with this information that Supervisors can display 
at their town halls.  Chairman Molé said the code could also be posted on the County’s Facebook 
page.  Mrs. Gransbury stated that this is an effort by County Clerks across the state.  She 
discussed several items that were covered at their October Clerks Conference in Rochester, such 
as the Clean Slate Law which requires the sealing of criminal records back to the 1970s.  Her 
office is somewhat ready since their criminal and civil records back to 2005 have been digitized.  
She explained that these records will not be completely sealed but will allow restricted access.  
She reported that criminal eFiling will be mandatory, but that will have a lot to do with the 
District Attorney’s Office.  She reported that state DMV offices will have a new software program 
called the DRIVES program.  She stated the current system is 40 years old.  It will take several 
years to implement the new program so it will be introduced in phases.  Phase 1 is for the 
driver’s license portion, and that training starts November 17, 2025, and that all the training is 
done online.  The second phase will be for registrations. 
 
Board of Elections Commissioner Maria Kelso gave a comparison of early voting stats:  in 2023, 
there were 689 voters and in 2025 there were 877.  She announced the election went smoothly, 
and there were a few close races which will require recounts.  They had issued 1,143 absentee 
ballots and received 696 back to date.  She acknowledged there were a lot of write-ins and that 
it will take a few days to get that information finalized.  The election results are unofficial until 
after November 12, which is the last day they can receive absentee ballots. 
 
Elections Commissioner Judith Garrison expressed that it is a real challenge to staff the Cooks 
Falls polling site and they are considering offering an incentive for election workers to drive to 
that location in the future rather than having to shut it down.  Ms. Kelso stated there are 312 
voters at that site, and these are significant votes, the same as all other votes.  Each site needs at 
least two staff.  Mr. Merrill stated that Cooks Falls is a great example of the change in 
demographics in Delaware County.  Residents there have aged out and many who live there now 
are weekenders and part-timers who don’t necessarily participate.  Committee Chair thanked 
the commissioners for a great job on the election. 
 
County Attorney Amy Merklen announced her office has a new attorney, Amanda Kelso, who 
started less than a month ago when Ms. Magnis left.  Mrs. Kelso is doing great in the office. 
 
Ms. Molé stated she has been contacted by Eric Ball from Congressman Riley’s Office who said 
the Congressman is interested in opening a satellite office here in the County Office Building.  
She feels this would be good for local residents.  She said there have been numerous state and 
congressional representatives over the past 25 years who have rented office space in the 
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building.  With the committee’s approval, she would seek office space for the Congressman.  
Committee approved the request. 
 
Clerk of the Board Penny Bishop said that Finance Committee approved $10,000 to be put in the 
2026 Budget for a community celebration of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence.  The United Stated Semiquincentennial will be celebrated July 4, 2026.  She said 
that Planning will also be involved in getting some festivities organized.  Ms. Molé furthered that 
she spoke with Economic Development about a $15,000 grant Planning received for the 
celebration and they are putting together some celebration ideas. 
 
The Clerk presented a budget amendment resolution to transfer $100,000 from contingency to 
cover legal aid to indigents vouchers as the account balance is not enough to cover these costs.  
Committee approved the resolution for the November 12 Board meeting. 
 
Public Defender Joe Ermeti announced his office has been very busy since they lost both a full-
time and a part-time attorney.  He has taken over all the job responsibilities of the former full-
timer including her town courts.  The part-time person is retiring on December 1, and his county 
court load will be handled by Mr. Ermeti as well.  He stated the town court cases may be 
assigned to 18-B attorneys until the vacancy is filled. 
 
Mrs. Gransbury announced that there is a third-party passport vendor that claims they can 
secure a passport for people within 3-5 days at a cost of $200 to $300.  She warned that you can 
use the vendor and pay the fee but would still have to see and pay a passport agent to file for a 
passport.  Mr. Wilson suggested publishing information about this type of solicitation in the 
Office for the Aging Dispatch newsletter to let people know the facts. 
 
Mr. Merrill made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss contract negotiations and 
for attorney-client consultation.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Driscoll and unanimously 
carried. 
 
Committee reconvened in regular session. 
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Driscoll, seconded by Mr. Merrill, the meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m. 


